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As a sales person, I'm not supposed to define my political affiliation for fear of scaring off folks
that may not believe in the same things that I do. So, I'm about to commit a cardinal sales
mistake. I hope you all that know and love me don't hold this against me.

I have been a Californian for most of my life and for the most part didn't really care what the our
great state's government did or does, however I am now angry enough to speak out against
some of the pure stupidity I continue to see.

I truly believe that the less our government intrudes into my life the better. So, you could
describe me as a conservative libertarian with republican leanings. With that said, I have reason
to believe that our current state government has now gotten to the stage where it is unwieldy
and acting for it's own preservation rather than for my or anyone's best interests.

It's time for a lot of reform.

California is currently ranked 47th out of 50 for states that are friendly to business. Every year
our legislature comes up with new diabolical plans to make doing business in this great state
more difficult and more costly.

There is California Workers Compensation and Disability (CWCD). Every year our friendly
legislature ads more fees and requirements to this program making it even more expensive to
hire employees. Ever wonder why most of California's manufacturing jobs are moving to other
states? Well, this is one of the reasons. I'm not irritated that California has this. It's a good thing.
I just ask that the legislature weighs the effects of what is currently required and how much they
charge against what will be lost. Maybe if they asked the employers how these requirements
and fees will affect them, they would have a better idea of how many jobs would be lost.

Of course, there is my favorite stupidity, the California Global Warming Solutions Act of  2006.
I'm all for a clean environment. I did grow up in Los Angeles with those hot August days where
the mountains were clouded in a brown cloud of smog. But think about it. How is California
going to clean up it's act if no one else is? I don't see any other state doing this? Why? Because
it's an economy killer. 
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We as a society rely on hydocarbons as our primary fuel source which mean we produce CO2
in mass quantities.  It looks like we will be doing this for sometime to come. Wouldn't it be better
for us to look for solutions to get us off hydocarbon energy? We are California where the
computer was incubated among other inventive technologies. 

So, answer me this? Why is the California Air Resources Board (CARB) doing everything in it's
power to make it even more difficult for us to do business here. When I talk to my friends in the
already decimated construction industry, they tell me that they are now considering taking their
trucks and moving to another state or closing all together. They can't afford to do business here
anymore. Those that are still in business are laying off workers or putting their employees on
part time so they can afford to make the costly modifications to their heavy equipment to meet
CARB's standards.  

Large manufacturing operations are also looking at the cost to adhere to what CARB is
requiring and adding into it what is required for the CWCD and deciding that it's cheaper to pack
it in and move to another state. 

I don't know what you think about all of this but to me this means that our state government has
made it TOO expensive to do business here. In a state that has around 20% of it's population
under employed. This all sounds pretty moronic to me. 

I think our legislature has way too much time on its hands. As they say, idle hands are the
devil's tools. In order to make it look like they are doing something, they are making laws that
sound good but are totally impractical. 

I am all for a part time legislature. Maybe if we cut their hours in half, they will be concentrating
on what is really good for the state rather than what sounds good for reelection.  
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